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RE Improving Public Safety Commmcations In the 800 MHz Bank; 
WT Docket No 02-55 (Ex Parte) 

De.= \ladam S e c r e t q  

The City of Lake Charlcs IS wntins to express its opposition to Nextel's so-called "Consensus 
Plan" and to urge the FCC to adopt the "Balanced Approach," which was filed on May 2.9, 2003 
We believe that the Consensus Plan will unnecessanly jeoparhze Public Safety communication 
systems. Instead. thc FCC should adopt a solution, such as the Balanced Approach, that does not 
require Public Safety licensees to rclocate and does not reduce their interference protection. 

Thr Ciry of Ldke Charles has llcensed an 800 MHz commuiiicatlons system, which is used by 
over 300 hundred public safety related employees. The communications syslem suppons a 
number of the city's activities including Fire, Police, Recreation, Public Works and General 
Administration 

We are concerned that h e  Consensus Plan's rclocation process is extremely compllcdled and 
illere 15 no parantee that Public Safety licensees wlll be able to continuously operate theu 
commurucations systems dunng this process Furthermore. it is unrealisnc to expect all Public 
Safety lrcensees to relocate in 12 months or less yven [he complexity o r  some Publlc Safety 
systems 

Also, Public Safery licensees could bc subject to more intcrferencc became the COnSCnSUS Plan 
protects Public Safeiy liccnsees only if they meet certain signal strength and I E C C ~ Y ~  

requrernents. Because most Public Safety commurucafion systems do not meet these 
requirements, [lie will have to expend sigruficant resourcts to ensui-e that they are protected from 
interference Further, the mterfcrcnce sltuatioil could be worse i f  rebandmng is not completed 
before Nexiel's funding u s  out. 
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Thcrefore, The Ciry of Ldce Charles supports the Balanced Approach, which IS supenor to thc 
Consensus Plan because it takes pro-acbve steps to imnlediately deal wth Publlc Safety 
interference by relying on techmcal soluhons and increased enforcemcnt. As a result, thjs 
proposal is less disruptive and less expensive than the Consensu Plan so Public Safety 
c o n m ~ ~ ~ c a t i o n s  will not be jeopardized For all the reasons stated above, the City of Lake 
Charles urges the FCC to adopt the Balanced Approach 

n- cerely your "\ 

RAND R O k c k  
Mayor 
City of Lake Charles 


